
How to catalyse curiosity in students and educators at a time when there is so 
much uncertainty? What can we take for granted - even get excited about - when 
crisis is the new normal? In response to these questions, our paper explores ‘the 
local community’ as a vital context for learning, action and impact through art 
and design education. Before we dig into this by way of example, let us introduce 
ourselves and say a few words about our course.
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History     Landmarks   Creative industries   Voluntary sector   
Restaurants and cafes   Recycling and Upcycling    Open and green 
space   Public & private space   Left over spaces
Walking, Cycling and Public transport   Use classes   Feelings / 
Emotions   Scared + secure Memorable places   Sound    Touch   Smell   
Forging    Hiding places    Homelessness
Community Gardening   Community Radio   Community Newspaper   
Food trolley    Creative upcycling   South-West Fest
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1. A rich and rewarding source of solidarity when 
we use our resources to host locals in a 

neighbourly spirit



2. A live project that is activated and iterates can 
enhance both its experiential significance and 
potential to generate new and unforeseen 
knowledge through encounters that cannot be 
anticipated in advance    



Community of communities    



3. CIVIC UNIVERSITY as engaging a third 
sector, beyond business and government, to 
provide opportunities for the communities of 
which it is part and to students and staff in their 
situated context - a university that operates 
globally, but forms an identity through its 
immediate locale.


