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First frame:

• ‘the fruit of the lived experience of these students as individuals’

• ‘respect and stimulus for the creative capacity of the learner’

• Freire 1996



OTHER VOICES CREATIVE WRITING PROJECT

• UAL T&L exchange funded creative writing workshops

• A unique collection of short stories and poems from a diverse student 
community exploring creative writing as form of self-expression. 



Stories of the student experience

• Self-expression – what they are experiencing, how they can express it 
and how they can share it, recognise the relevance of their personal 
narratives

• Learning from narrative – sense-making, how they learn from each 
other, how they can encourage empathy, problem solving, making 
connections

• = resilience, self-belief, gaining voice, sharing/advocacy.
• We as teachers learn from them about their lives in their words



•Your story counts



Students at edges?

• Gender
• LGBT
• BAME
• Mixed race
• UK/International
• Single parent families
• First to university
• Mental illness



What are they facing?

• Racism
• Struggling to find mental well being
• Alone in a city
• Away from home
• Finding place
• Transition – child to adult
• Absence
• Escape



Students’ expressed feelings

• Exclusion
• Fear
• Hope
• Belonging
• Being outsiders
• Volatility
• Being Global citizens
• Transition



Creative writing = spaces for

• Honesty
• Exploration
• Expressing fear 
• Examining what makes you strong
• Describing unsaid things
• Take time to say things



Students talking to each other -
What are their contexts?
• Boxing
• Hip hop 
• Being on the tube
• Migrant away from family 
• Backpacking
• Surfing



How to share individual stories?

•Publishing as site of support and amplification
•Social process of learning



To be heard through Publication

• Tangible outcome in print, beautiful object, respectful of content, 
material value of their ideas

• While also digital for wider dissemination – on a professional 
publishing platform – to reach diverse audiences, a spreadable media, 
content finds listeners, engagement



Publishing as site of empathy and transition

• agency of writers
• legitimacy through publishing
• learning from each other through act of editing
• getting closer to the stories
• writers gain confidence they can be heard



Publishing process

• Stories are written – the individual takes agency
• Stories are connected – authors and publishers – supportive 

environment, others start to learn the story, help express it, turn it 
into a text

• Stories are shared – distributed though published work – become real 
and amplified

• We all learn



Final frame:

• ‘Publishing isn’t a passive medium’
• ‘The role of publishing is an act of mediation’

• Bhaskar (M.)  2013









• https://issuu.com/lccpublab/docs/othervoices_full__1_

https://issuu.com/lccpublab/docs/othervoices_full__1_
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